
 AUDITION SIDES 
 
Two parts: Pick one student character and two other characters. 
 
STUDENT CHARACTERS  
Please pick ONE of the following three monologues: 
 

WYATT (retro/hipster/aspiring magician, plays Orson Welles) 
 (To us:) Did you hear the news? The Martians have landed! Or have they? The infamous 1938 Mercury Theatre on 
the Air adaptation of H.G. Wells’ The War of the Worlds used fake news to pull the rug out from under many 
listeners. Tonight, we present our stylized take on the shocking, true story of the legendary broadcast and twist the 
art of fake news to dizzying heights. How did a little radio play nearly end the world as we know it? Don’t touch 
that dial, you’re about to find out.  
 

PIPER (musical theatre aficionado and self-appointed Stage Manager) 
 (To us:) In most musicals, Act One ends with a crisis. A downer. Drama! The number that opens Act Two is to give 
the audience a moment to think that the worst, perhaps, is over. The orchestra starts up again, the curtain rises... 
And the cast sings a totally irrelevant song. “Too Darn Hot” from Kiss Me Kate, where minor characters sing about 
the weather. “A Real Nice Clambake” from Carousel where minor characters sing about crustaceans. (Beat.) So, in 
the fine tradition of the musical theatre trope, we now present – for the first time ever on any stage – the world 
premiere of Chicken Little! An American Musical! 
 

SAM (a prankster/preppy) 
 (To us:) Hey! How’s it goin’? I’m Sam. (Takes out cellphone and shoots a selfie with the audience.) 
#FakeNewsThePlay, find it and tag yourself, you beautiful people. (Sees someone in the audience. To him/her:) Yo! 
You made it! Still up to chill with Wyatt and me after? (To the person in the audience:) I’ll Snap you. (Takes out 
cellphone. Starts to text. Gets a look from WYATT. Puts cellphone away. To the student in the audience:) Later. (To 
WYATT:) Lighten up there, bruh. It’s not like our grade for the term is at stake and we need to pass to graduate. (To 
us:) Or is it? (Makes “dun-dun-dun” drama sound.) Yes, you heard that right. Our grade. As a class. For the term. No 
pressure, huh? 
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OTHER CHARACTERS 
Please pick TWO of the following characters: 
Note: The goal is to showcase various character voices, as some actors will play more than one character. 
 

C.B.S. TOUR GUIDE (A Tour Guide giving a tour of C.B.S.) 
 (To the TOURISTS:) We’re in Studio One of the Columbia Broadcasting Building in Manhattan, where Orson Welles 
and his Mercury Theater on the Air, with 10 actors and a 27-piece orchestra, are about to go on the air with their 
radio drama adaptation of H.G. Wells science fiction classic The War of the Worlds.  
 
PHILLIPS (C.B.S. News Reporter in the “War of the Worlds” Broadcast) 
Ladies and gentlemen, I wish I could convey the atmosphere of this... fantastic scene. Hundreds of cars are parked 
in a field. Police trying to rope off the roadway to the farm. But it’s no use. (Beat.) Wait a minute! Something’s 
wriggling out of the shadow. Now it’s another one, and another. I can hardly force myself to look at it... 
 

WILMUTH (A Farmer in the “War of the Worlds” Broadcast) 
Yes, sir -- while I was listening to the radio and kinda drowsin’, that Professor fellow was talkin’ about Mars, so I 
was half dozin’ when I heard a sound like this: sssssss... kinda like a fourt’ of July rocket. I seen a kinda greenish 
streak and then zingo! Knocked me clear out of my chair! I reckon I was kinda riled. 
 

SECRETARY OF THE INTERIOR (A President Franklin D. Roosevelt type in the “War of the Worlds” Broadcast) 
Citizens of the nation: I shall not try to conceal the gravity of the situation that confronts the country I wish to 
impress upon all of you the urgent need of calm and resourceful action. Fortunately, this formidable enemy is still 
confined to a small area. In the meantime, placing our faith in God. I thank you. 
 

ANNOUNCER ONE (A C.B.S. News Announcer in the “War of the Worlds” Broadcast) 
I’m speaking from the roof of the C.B.S. Broadcasting Building, New York City. The bells you hear warn the people 
to evacuate the city as the Martians approach. Estimated in last two hours three million people have moved out. 
Our army wiped out... artillery, air force, everything wiped out. This may be the last broadcast.  
 

STRANGER (An Ex-National Guard Soldier in the “War of the Worlds” Broadcast) 
The Martians have gone over to New York. At night, the sky is alive with their lights. I believe they’re learning how 
to fly. Then it’s all over with humanity. They wrecked the greatest country in the world. We’re done for. (Beat.) I 
got a plan. We gotta learn plenty. Get all the books we can -- science books. That’s where men like you come in, see?  
 

P.T. BARNUM (Showman) 
It is with great and heavy heart that I grieve for the loss of the greatest natural and national curiosity in the world, 
161-year-old Joice Heth, former nurse of George Washington. I am holding a public autopsy to debunk the rumors 
that Heth was, in actuality, a mechanical automaton. 
 

KELLYANNE CONWAY (U.S. Counselor to the President) 
I don’t think ultimately presidents are judged by crowd sizes at their inauguration. I think they're judged by their 
accomplishments. I answered your question, Chuck. Don't be so overly dramatic about it. What you're saying it's a 
falsehood. Our press secretary gave alternative facts.  
 


